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student speaker
Jason Diaz, B.S. in Environmental Engineering
Jason Diaz attributes his success to the collaborative
environment that fostered a sense of community and
support. Working alongside classmates and mentors gave
him invaluable support and encouragement, crucial for his
personal and professional development. Jason was active in
the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers and
completed internships at Chevron and the Southern
California Gas Company. Grateful for volunteer work,
internships, and other opportunities BCOE provided, he built
lifelong friendships and a passion for renewable energy. 

His future goals include transitioning to a career in
renewable energy, contributing to the shift from fossil fuels
to green energy alternatives.

Ankita Ahluwalia, B.S. in Computer Science with Business
Applications

Ankita Ahluwalia’s academic career was shaped by her
involvement as a UC Big Ideas Contest Innovation
Ambassador, participation in Launchpad and INNOVAR, and
various campus innovation and entrepreneurship programs.
She co-founded the Lead’R Lab, mentored future innovators,
and won the 2021 BioHack. On campus, she served as a
Chancellor’s Research Fellow, received a Donald A. Strauss
Foundation grant, and was the 2023-2024 ASU president. 

Grateful for the support from professors and peers, Ankita
plans to continue serving in information technology roles
and managing nonprofit organizations.

Graduate student Marshal
Tyler Pastor, M.S. in Computer Science 
Tyler Pastor engaged in undergraduate research,
participated in the University Honors program, provided
technical assistance to the Academic Personnel Office, and
taught nearly 500 students. On campus, his involvement in
bioinformatics research under Dr. Paea LePendu and his
capstone project in the University Honors program expanded
his knowledge and transformed his perspective on life. 

He is particularly grateful for the connections he developed,
which made him feel supported and part of a community.
Looking ahead, he plans to apply his skills in the industry to
make a positive impact. 

tassel turner
Chloe Georgiou, B.S. in Computer Science 

Chloe Georgiou actively sought and created opportunities to
expand her academic journey. She worked with Dr. Marek
Chrobak on research, leading to a published paper and
becoming the first computer science major to be selected as
a Chancellor’s Research Fellow. Her campus involvement
included leadership roles in the IEEE student club and Tau
Beta Pi, where she honed her public speaking skills and
mentored other students. 

Grateful for the unique opportunities and mentorship
provided by BCOE, Chloe will pursue a PhD in computer
science at the University of California, Irvine.
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Academic Procession
The Grand Marshal 

Sang-Hee Lee, Academic Senate Chair 

Graduate Student Marshal 

Tyler Pastor, M.S. Candidate, Computer Science

Undergraduate Student Marshal

Chloe Georgiou, B.S. Candidate, Computer Science 

The Degree Candidates

The UCR Pipe Band

The Faculty Marshal 

Jiamin Zhang, Assistant Professor of Teaching 

The Administrative Party and Faculty of the University

All Present

Christopher S. Lynch, Dean, Marlan and
Rosemary Bourns College of Engineering,
William R. Johnson Jr. Family Chair, and
Professor of Mechanical Engineering 

Jason Diaz, B.S. Candidate, Environmental
Engineering 

Dean Lynch

Dean Lynch

Ankita Alwhala, B.S. Candidate, Computer
Science with Business Applications
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Hail Fair UCR
By Byron Adams and Robert Wild – University of California, Riverside

UCR – Fair Alma Mater
Jewel of Old U.C.

“Fiat Lux” – A Shining Vision
Light to Set Minds Free

Seeking Ever – Yielding Never
Old Scots Near and Far

Waft Our Love Back to the Highlands
Hail Fair UCR

Orange Trees Blooming in the Highlands
Boyd Tower Chimes Ring Clear

Standing Tall Twixt Mount and Desert
Scots all Hold Her Dear

Seeking Ever – Yielding Never
Old Scots Near and Far

Waft Our Love Back to the Highlands
Hail Fair UCR




